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CALEWDAR TEAR 1969

At the ppening of the year 1289 FRAYX ¥NOX was mecored al her
homeport of San Diego, California at the U,S, Waval Station,
Commanded by CDR J, G, BAKER, USN, she had bsen making final
preparations since 9 Decemher for her deployment to the
Western Pacific,

Underway for the Western Pacific via Lahaina, Hawaii and Pearl
Harbor, Midway Island, Guam, and Subie Pay.

Inport Lahaina, Hawaii for R, .

Inpert Pezrl Harbor for pradsployment briefings,

Fuel stop at Midway.

Fugl stop at Gua:ue

Inixm’h Sﬁbic Bay, Philippines to take on supnlles and amunitionn
Arrived om the pun line of? Qui Mhon, FIE Corps area of South
Vietnanm to pmvide Naval gunfire support for the Capital Divisien,
Republic of Korsa.

Inpost Subic Bay, Philippines for upkeep.

Arrived om PIRAZ STATION, Tonkin Gulf to serve with TSS STERRETT
{DIG=31},

Axrived on South SAR Station, Tonkin Gulf bo serve with USS MAHAW
(p1e-11),

Returned to PIRAZ STATION, Tonkin Culf to serve in company with
USS CHICAGO (CG=11).

Inport Sasebo, Japan for upkeep.
Inport Subic Bay, Philippilnes,
China for RAR,

Inport Hong Kong,

Arrived on YANKEE STATION, Tonkin Gulf %o serve in company with
USS KTTTY HAVE (CVA-63),

Rear Adwival YMason FREEMAV, COMCRUDESPAC, srrived onbeard for a
visit,

Inpert Sasebo, Japan for RMR,
Fuel stop at Kaohsiung, Talwan,
Irport Hong Keng, China for RAR,

Entered Danang Harbor, Soun ii'

ietnenm to provide “aval gunfire
gsupport for the 20%h Marine Reging
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1% JUN Underway for hemeport of San Diego, Californis via Subie Pay,
Mamus Tsland, Australia, Pago Pago, Samoa, Hayman Island, and
Pearl Harbor. :

=24 JUN Inport Subic Bay, Philippines.

29 JUN . Fuel stop at Manus Island,

2-4 JUL Inport Townsville, Australia for RAR,

5.8 JUL Inport Hayman Isiand for RAR.

8-11 JUL Toport Brisbane, Australia for R%R.

15-17 JUL Fuel stop at Pzgo Pago, Samea,

21 JUL Fuel stop at Pearl Farbor.

27 JUL Azjrived at U.5. Naval Statiom, San Diego, California.

23 JUL-1 BEP Ileave and upkesp.

2-4 SEP Underway for San Clemente Islail, Commenced Naval Cunfire
Support exercises to provide training for U.S. Army gunfire
spotiers.

5 SEP Underway for Southern Californis OPAREA, Conducted Z-1-AA
to provide training for students fzom the FleetTeaining Center,

6-7 SEP , Inport Sam Diego, Californiz. Publie visit ship at Rroadway Pler.

9=12 SEP Underway for Southern Californis OPAREA, Commenced plane guard

' duty with USS HORNET {CVE-1R).
1215 SEP Topert Sam Diege, California.
13=17 SEF Underway for Southern California OPAREA, Served as.Submarine

target vessel for the USS SCTTLPIN (S8W-520),

18 SEP-£3 NOV Inport Sam Diego, Celifcrnia for upkeep and tender dvailability.

10 0CT CDR ., Wm, DAVIS, USN, relieved CPR J. &, ®A&KER, TSV, as
Commnuding Officer.

7 NOV . 5. departed for next duly station, after
being relieved as Execubive Officer by _ ma,

2128 NOV Undarway for Scuthern California OPAREA, tommenced duty of

Engineering School Ship conduebing various engineerinp drills
for students from Fleet Training Center,

27-80 MOV Toport San Diego, California.

1-5 DEC Underway for Southern California OPAREA o serve as Fngineering
Bchoel Ship.
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Underway for Seuthern California OTARTA.

calibration shoob,
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The begirming of 1969 found UST FRANK WNOX wmoored at the U.3, Waval
Bration in her homeport of San Tiego, California, Under the commznd
o ODR 4. G, BAKER, she bad been in the process of making final prep-
arations to deploy to the Weslern Pacific since Decewber 9, 1963,

On 8 Janvary FRAVK KNOX departed Tor the Western Pacific with
several short stops while enyoute, On 11 Janvary she put into
Lanaina, Hawail for a day of rest and recreation., From the 1Rth %o
the 15%th she was in Pearl Harbor for a series of predeployment briefings,
Next in succession came dwo guick refusling stops at Yidway and Nuam,
The: final stop was at Subic Bay from the 29th %o the 31st where
supplies and ammunition wers taken onboard,

FRANK KNOX arrived on the gun line off Qui Maon inm the IT Corps
grea of South Vietnam on # February. Por the next two weeks she
provided Waval Cunfire Support for the Caplial Division of the
Republic of Koreas, During this period a total of 1571 rounds wers
firad,

After a period of upteep in Subic Bay from 18 to 23 February,
FRANK KNOX proceeded to PIRAZ STATION {Positive Tdentification Radar
hdvisory Zona) in Tonkin Gulf, Arriving ocn 26 Pebruary she performed
the missicn of defending the main stationfship From attaek by any
eneny surface craft that might come inte the arsa, FRANK KNOX first
served with USS STERRETT (Di0-31), then with USS CVICACO {CG-11)., In

betwzen was a short initerval § to 9 March when she proceeded to Scuth
SAR Station serving with USS “AHAN (DIG=11),

At the end of March FRANK KNOX procseded to Sasebo, Japasn for 13
days of rest and recreation vetween the dates of 6 March and 8 April,

FRANE KNOX left Sasebo with the USS XITTY HAWK ("VA-63) bound for
Heng Kong with a short stop at Subic Bay, However, the rest and
recreation pericd at that Pritish Crown Colony was cut short by events
in¥wea where the Commundst North ¥oresns shot dewn one of the
reconalssance planes of the Unlted States, Becauss of this the
Seventh Fleet was mebilized and FREAVY XNOX left Hong Xong only iwenty
»seven hours gfter baving arrived,

By 18 April she wasg on YANYEE STATION in Teonkin Culf alternating as
plane guard Cor KITTY HAWK with USS RLACK (DD-868), She remained on
this duby for the next month, During this perioed FRANK YWOX periformed
an errand of wmerey for a Wationalist Chinese fisherman who had badly
injured higs hand, When his boat sppresched the ship he was taken on.
board, heloed to the KITIY HAWK, treabed for his injury, returned to
FRANK KNOY, and placed back onboard his beat. 4 great aid in
accomplishing this mission was LTJG YI, a guest cbserver onboard from

the Nawvy of the Republie of Korea, who served ag an interpreter for
the fisherman and kis shipmates. The day after this event on § May,
Rear Admiral Magon FREEMAN, Commander Crulsex Desiroyer Force, USS,
Preific Fleet, camegy board foz a visit,

From May 18 to May 29, FRANE ENOY was ence in Sasebo for another
period of vest and recrsabtiom, On L June she wa k in Hong Yong
for a 6 day peried of rest and recrsstion afier makiny a shord refueling
stop at Kaohsiong, Taiwan,
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Thy B Jume PRANVE KUOY was back on the gun Xine, this bime in Danang
Harbor providing Waval Gunfire Suproxrt for the 26th Hegiment of the
Tnited States Marine Corps., On 13 June she moved south to the RUM:
SAT SPECTAL Z0NE off Vung Tau, South Vietnan to provide Waval Nunfire
Support for the Naval Advisory Group. A total of 1538 rounds of
ammunition were fired during this peried,

¥

FRANK KNOX departed the Weslera Pacific on 19 June, After short
stops at Svbic Bay and Manus Island she arrived in Towvnsville,
Australia on 2 July for a period of rest and recreation, From there
she went to Hayman Island and Brisbane, Australia for the same reason,

On 11 July FRANK KNOX headed east tovards home, stopring only at
Pago Pago in American Sames and Pearl Harbor for fuel, On 27 July
sha tied up at the U,S, Waval Station in her homeport of San Diego,
Californis. She remained ‘here for the next month for a well deserved
perisd of leave and upkeen.

The month of August wos spent with a peried of leave and upkeep,
Many of the crew tock lesve, while others used the time to attend
various schools,

For the first half f September FRANWK KNOX was back to work. She
performed two assigmenis as Gunnery Schoel Ship, the first from 2
September to 4 Septemdler when she provided gprvices for Army students
in training as gunfirs spotters. TFor this she went to San Clemente
Island and fired shoxs bombardment exerdises, TFor the second assigmment
enlisted students czna aboard from the Fleel Training Center and manned
one of the gun mounts, They then fired a Isl-Ad air shoot %o gain
practical experience in handling the mount,

For the weekend of 8 and 7 September, the ship was herthed at
Broadway Pier in dewntewm: San Diego allewing the public to come
aboard, Over 1400 nundrod people took sdvantage of this opportunity
to inspect a fighting ship of the TS5, Nawy.,

The following week fownd the FRAVK ¥VOX at sea agein, providing
nlare guard services for the USS WORNET (CVS-12) off the Califormia
soast from 9 to 12 Sepberber, On 16 to 17 September she was underway

providing servicss as tls submarine target vessel for the USS SCULFIN
(58N-530) . ‘

Then followed a lengtiy pericd of tender availability from 18
September to 23 November .with the UST SAMUEL GCMPERS {AD=17), During
this period much needed maintenance was performed which required the
ascisbance of the tendsr and the ship's forse did much on its owi,

On October 10 CDR J., Wm. DAVIS relieved CUR J, 0. BAXKER as commanding
officer of the FRAYMK KV3X, CDR DAVIS came To her from the USS DIXIE
{AD-3} )after haviag served onboard her #g the Execubtive Offiser, CDR
BAXER left the ship afer having sbiy served as her skipper since
December of 1967,

Hovember witneses! a change of the ship's Sxerublve Officar. On
1 Novembar ILUR R, ' WYATT reporied cvboard and on 7 Movember he
relioved TODR P, A, N.YXER as the second in command, TCOR BARER then
departed for Wiz nech assipament.

2 Enclosure {2)
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Tacember when 1t had the sssipnment of Englneewring School Ship, This
involesd golng out each day with a group of students who ware taking

a prospective eaginsering officer!s courss and allowing them te gein
practical experience in rumning 2 ship's plant, For three weeks the
FRANK KNOX pubt to sea at 0800 in the morning snd reburned to San

Diego by 1600. On 8 December, the ship was able To conduct a Z«R4-0
calibration shoot when it had 2 day off as School Ship, .

The FRANVK KNOX went to sea for the lagt time in 1969 om 18 and 17
Decomber,  She sailled to San Clamente Island where FTORACS galibrstions
wers condncted on all radar and sonar eguipment onboard,

is 1969 clesed the FRANK XNOX was once agaln in her homeporit of San
Diego at the U.8, Naval Station, Leoking hack it had been a busy year,
The ship had been called upon to perform many tasks and she had not
failed to complete any of them,

Ag an indication of hey fine perfommance she received the ASW maw
for the second year in a row along with the freen Operations "E®,
She was alseo first rumnerup in the compelition for the Squadron
Batile Effeciency Award, Once again FRAVK KWMOX proved that she ecowld
live up to her motto of "CAW DO, AND DOES",
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