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. San Francisco, California

listory of U.S,.S, FRAEK xNOX (Dbit 742), 1 January to 31 December 1964

The new year 1964 began with U.S,S. FRARK KNOX (D3R 742) completing the
holiday period in her homeport of Yokosuka., Japan, Although it was a holiday
period. much needed work was being accomplished to ready the ship for the
new year after a fast moving year before. On 6 January, the ship sailed with
Tasls Group 77.4 consisting of U,S.S., KITTY LAWK (CVA €3) and Destroyer
Division 02. of which FRANE FKNOX was a part. The period 6 January to 19
January was spent conducting normal Seventh Fleet peace time ecarrier task group
operations. These operations were conducted in the sea area to the Bast of '
Japan, Okinawva and Taiwan and included two days of comparative Anti=Air Warfare
exercises with carrier task group 77,5 to evaluate AAV with Naval Tactical
Data Systems, which Task Group 77.5 had, and AAW with out the aid of the
computers. On 20 January, Task Group 77,4 entered long Kong, 0CC, for a week of
buying and recreation in that fine liberty port, The task group sailed agoin
on the 27th of January and again conducted normal tasl group operations as it
made its way North to the East of Taiwan and toward Japan. The time was spent
in AAVW exerciscs, ECM exercises and many hours of plane guarding during flight
operations,

Taslk Group 77.4 entered Yolkosuka. Japan on 10 February and FRANK KNOX
along with the rest of the task group started what wos expested to be 12 days
of upkeep~, Uoilers were torn apart forxr maintenance, electronie equipment
removed and disassembled for repair and chipping and painting started, On
18 February, message orders were received by FRANK KNCX to get underway as
soon as possible to proceed and join Task Group 77,6 to relieve a ship that
had experienced a major casualty, FRANK KNOX departed Yokosuka on the morning
of 19 February while still reassembliing one boiler and reinstalling eleetronic
equipment, On 21 Pebruary, FRANK KNOX joined Task Group 77.6 made up. of U.§.S.
MIDWAY (CVA 41) and two other destroyers and operated with that task group until
27 February, During this period,the ship rescued two pilots who were forced
to bail out of their aircraft. This recovery was done at night., The next
morning, NIDWAY sent 5 gallons of ice cream by helocopter in exchange for two
unscratehed airiien,

As Task Group 77.6 neared Yokosulta, FRANK KNOX again received orders to
proceed South and join Task Group 77,7. The ship left the [ IDWAY group on
27 February and steamed independently to Subiec Bay, P, I. where she joined
carrier task group 77.7 on 1 March., On 3 March; Task Group 77.7, consisting
of U,S5.5, DOX LOLME RICHARD (CVA 31) and two other destroyers, sailed from
Subie Bay for cperations in the South China Sea, Normal operations. with its
hours of plane guarding. AAW exercises and ECM exercises, filled thé tine
until 14 harch. when the task group entered Subic Bay again, After a week of
uplkkeep and with the other ships of Destroyer Division 92 sereening the BON lOHME
RICIARD along with FRANK INOX, the taxk group departed Subic Bay and sailed'fé;u
H?n@ Kong, Although this was the Ssecond time Destroyer Division 92 ships had
:;:igid H:?g ?ong in as many months. it was much enjoyed by all hands. pAfziw
e 8 the five days from 23 to 23 February in llong Kon the t )
sailed again to Subic Cay. With this trj ¢ ?e Pelsroup
rumors began to spread that something bigpw:: :2etfibertx b of_”ong Kong ,
7 / 1¢ making for this task group,
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Tc. On-31 Haxrch,; the (ﬂ)k Sroup, made up of DN WOHMff\EEHARn and FRANK KNOX
plus U.S.5, SUELTON (DD 790), U.5.S. BLUE (DD 744) and Uo.S.S. /ASSAYAMPA
¢A0-145) with COICARDIV 5 embarked in BON OMME RICHIARD and COMDESDIV 92 in
SLELTON, sailed from Subic Day and set a course to the Southwest, The rumors

.that something big was in the making were correct. This task group assumed z

new name on departing Subic Bay. It was called the Concord Squadron. This
squadron sailed past Singapore and into the Indian Ocean to become the first
carrier task group to operate in that ocean, The period from 31 March to 14
April was Spent in transit to Madigascar, conducting normal carrier operations
along the way. On 8 April., King Neptune®s Royal Court boarded the ships of the
squadron and initiated all pdllywogs into the Ancient Order of the Deep,

On 14 4pril, the ships entered Diego Suarez, Madagascar for their first
port visit. This visit lasted three days, during which time the crew got to
kknow the pecple of Madagascar and the people of iadigascar got to know the
goodwill anbaszadors from the United States. The Conéord Squadron departed
Madigascar on 17 April and set course o the Northwest and Africa, On the
morning of 20 April, the ships entered Mombasa, Kenya for another three day
vigit, 'hile in Mombasa, the crew took advantage of one day safaris. fnto the
bush country of Kenya wherc many of the big game animals of Africa were seen,
As in Madagascar, good will projects were undertaken in Mombasa by the crew,
Good will was the key note of this sruise and -the men to the shipe showed
they were good ambassadors. Messages received from CNO, CIKCPACFLT, the
ambassadors of Kenya and Madigascar and many other high ranking people showed
nothing but pride and admiration in the tanner in which the men of the squadron

carried out their role in furtheringrelations between these countries and the
United States. :

On 23 Aprily the Concord Squadron sailed for Aden, BCC, arriving there an
28 April, Just twe days were spent in this small Dritish colony at the
entrance to the Red Sea, The five ships sailed from Aden on 30 April and set
course to tlie Northeast and the Gulf of Oman. For the next five days the
squadron practiced for a fire power demonstration at every oportunity., FRANK
KNOX was selected as the ship to display the fire power of 5 inch guns and
hedge hogs. On 4 Hay, the Shaw of Iran flew out to the DBON [ONMIZ RICHARD and
the demonstration was put on for him, ile departed on the 5th of May.,

The Concord Squadron departed the Gulf of Oman on 5 May and sailed down the
Western coast of India and then direct to the South Chink Sea, conducting carrier
operations on the way. The squadron arrived off Subic Bay on 15 May where

FRANG KNOX, SHELTON and DLUE detached from BON HOMME RICIARD and IHASSAYAMPA and
procceded to Yokosuka, arriving on 20 }May.,

FRANK KNOX spent the period 20 May to 2 June in upkeep in Yokosuka, On
2 Juné,Destroyer Division 92 sailed again for the South China fea and Carrier
Task Group 77.6., On 6 June, the division joined Task Group 77,6 with U,S.S,
CONSTLLTATION (CVi 64), FRAMNZ KNOX was assigned to a station about 1GC miles
to the North of the task group as a radar picket, Yith one exegeption on the
10th of June, FRAN: KNOX remained on this "Vatchdog" station until 28 June. It
was a 22 day period of taslk group operations in whieh FRAMY KNOX actually
saw the rest of the task group only once, although she was in continual
communiqations with the task group, It whuld be only a little over a month from
then that other units would come under fire very close to FRAN. KNOX'&8 station,
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e Qn”gg June, Destr(jlr Division 92 was relieved ﬂ‘\hnather division as

the, screen and "Watchdog'" for Task Group 77,6 and departed for Yokosuka,

FRANK KNOX had a man in need of medical itreatment so the decision was made to
send FRANK KNOX to Subie Bay to drop this man off, while the rest of the
division proceeded direct to Yokosuka., While enroute to Subic Bay, FRANK KNOX
found it was on a collision course with a typhoon coming across the Philippine
Isiandss A course change to the South was made and,except for some choppy
seas, the typhoon was avoided, The ship arrived in Subic Bay on 30 Tune, sent
the man requiring medical attention to the Naval lospital, refueled, and
departed for Yokosuka the same day. The trip to Yokosuka was uneventful except
for a dog leg course to the East off Okinawa to avoid another typhoon., FRANK
KNOX arrived in Yolkosuka. Japan on 5 July to start her last upkeep period

in that port after nearly three Years of being homeported there. '

*

The homeport of Destroyer Division 92 changed from Yokosuka., Japan to
Sen Diego and Lomg Beach, FRANK KNOX's new homeport was San Diego. By the
time the division had returned to Yokosuka shortly after the first of July,
most of the dependents had moved back to the United States., The effedtive
date of this change had been 1 July. From 5 July to 17 July., FRAN" ¥NOX
was in upkeep in Yolcosuka, making final preparations for the return trip
to the United States., The ship had last left the United States on 4 Octobenr
1961 and had called Yokosuka home since 20 October 1961, Hany friedds had
been made in Japan over these two and a half years and much of the time
during this last upkeep period was used in saying goodbye.

On 18 July, Destroyer Division 92 departed Yokosulta; Japan for the last
time. FRANK KNOX displayed a homeward bound pennent that measured 234 feot
long, The trip home was not to be direct but via Australia, The ship
arrived in Guam for fuel on 21 July and departed on 22'Jplyo The period
22 July to 27 July was spent in preparing for and conducting competitive
Operational Readiness Inspections, while transiting the Coral Sea, The
divisien arrived in Cairns, Australia on 28 July for fuel. After a short
liberty in that port, the division departod for Brisbane and Newcastle,

FRANK KNOX and U.S5.S. BLUE (DD 744) arrived in Newcastle, Australia on

1 August and visited that port until & August., During this period the other
two ships of the division were visiting another port. On 5 August,; FRANKE KNOX
and DLUE departed Newcastle and joined the rest of the division off Sydney,
Australia the next morning, The division entered Sydney, harbor on the morning

of 6 August and remained in that port until 10 August; enjoying the very fine
liberty therc.,

On 10 August, FRANK KNOX,along with the rest of the division. sailed from
Sydney enroute for her new homeport of San Diego, California., This transit
was interupted twice for fuel stops., Once at the tropical isle of Pago Pago
and again for two days at Pearl liarbor, lawaii., The former stop was on 17

August and the latter on 23 and 24 August, The ship arrived in fan Diego on
31 August,

The period 1 September to 22 September was a period of leave and upkeep and
at the same time a busy period for those aboard in preparation for shipyard
overhaul, ©On 23 September, tie ship deparied San Diego and steamed to Seal Be

to off-load her ammunition and then to Long Beach Naval Shipyard to start a
regular overhaul.

ach

From 24 September to the end of the year, the ship was in Long Beach Naval
Shipyard. During this overhaul she received new and improved ASW and comn
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: %iqnéuéquipment and mu of her electironic, gunnery q”\ engineer%ng gguipment
; was overhauiled. The period offered time to train new pLersonnel in schools and

permitted personnel to go home on leave after nearly thre%.years out of the
United States, .

On I October, the ship was administratively‘transﬁgrgd from Destroyer Divi-
sion 92 to Destroyer Division 53, in Detroyer Squadrén: 5 and Cruiser=Destroyer
Flotilla 11» On this same date the competitive period for Destroyer Squadron
9 was completed, FRANK KNOX was awarded the squadron Battle Effeciency "E" for
the second consecutive year, the Operations greep "E" for the third consedutive
year, the Communications green "C'" for the second consecutive year, the ASW
YA" for the second consecutive year, the director "E" for the second eonsedutive
year, and an "E" for each gun mount. 1964 was a good Year for FRANK KNOX. Irn
addition to the awards noted above, she also set a Seventh Fleet record in
undervay refueling from an A0-143 class oiler, having received 8150 barrals
of NSFO per hour in one refueling while with the Concord Squadron. During the
pPeriod 1 January to 31 August, she steamed just ober 58,000 miles, crossed the
equator twice from North to South and visited four continents. During the
entire year she spent 319 days of the 365 days out of her homeport. At the
end of the year she was completing her overhaul and preparing to join the
fleet again as a ready destroyer.,
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