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99 LIFE MEMBERS and counting

KNOX KNEWS
Editor: LT Steve Cross ‘67 - ‘68

OUR HISTORY WON’T SAVE ITSELF!
“It is only through shared stories and pictures that we live on and do not die.”

www.ussfrankknox.com                           Fall 2023

  In this issue – 2024 REUNION - San Antonio Bound! - AUCTION RESCHEDULED -
REUNION 2023 – REUNION 2024 – 80th Anniversary - “I DON’T LIKE HATS!” –  ROUGH
RIDER EMBLEM – ROUGH WEATHER CHOW LINE – SUBIC MONEY MAGICIAN –
WILLIAM GARRISON GMG3 –  NEW LIFE MEMBERS – CALL FOR REEF RUNNERS -
TAPS - SHIPS STORE

  DUES ARE DUE:  Those paying dues annually $30 for 2023 is greatly appreciated.
Membership and Life Members continue strong. ANNUAL DUES – I hope you are planning
to renew at $30 per year, roughly half of our members support us by writing a check
annually.  Life Members make a one-time payment, then enjoy life time privileges payment
free.  (Checks and donations - send to Margaret Watson, 3421 NW Coronado ST.,
Corvallis OR 97330.)  Our financial position is strong thanks to you.

  Life Members now total 99.  Almost half of our dues.  The rest of our funding coming from
our Annual White Elephant $2035.00 and Veterans Day Auction [$1630.00 plus a $680.00
donation.]  FKRA remains well funded to continue our operations.  Our major costs are
Website maintenance, mail costs for our newsletter KNOX KNEWS. Our 80th  Anniversary
of the ship commissioning is in 2024. Ideas and concepts for this anniversary are welcome
anytime.

                                                          NEW  MEMBERS
  Life Members 99 - #100 will be AUCTIONED off in our next Official Auction.
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   2024 REUNION - San Antonio Bound! – October
Costco Magazine has a nice write up by Peter Greenberg
about San Antonio TX.  “Just an hour-and-a-half drive
away [from Austin] is the 300-year-old city of San Antonio.
A truly historic place, it received a UNESCO World
Heritage Site designation in 2022 for its five Franciscan
missions, the most famous of which is the Alamo, the site
of the 13-day standoff, during the Texas War of
Independence in 1836.

   You can walk or bike the out-and-back-trail to the missions, situated roughly 2.5 miles
apart.  Or book a guided kayak tour as the trail follows the path of the San Antonio River.
From the Alamo, it’s an easy walk to the downtown River Walk, a promenade lined with
restaurants, shops, and public art installations.

   Two-thirds of the city is Hispanic; the city lays claim to the largest Mexican market in the
United States (of course Texas), El Mercado, also known as Market Square.  It offers
everything from handmade crafts and clothing to authentic Tex-Mex food.

   The city also takes pride in its German Heritage.  The King William neighborhood boasts
architecturally elaborate homes built by prominent German merchants in the late 1880’s.”
This German influence extends NE of San Antonio to the community of Fredericksburg, the
location of the Chester Nimitz family home and the sprawling Pacific War Museum where
we will dedicate a Tribute Plaque to USS FRANK KNOX.

   You don’t want to miss this trip to gather with friends and shipmates, creating lifetime
memories.  Dates and first-class accommodation will be released soon – but reserve  early
October 2024 as planning continues for the 80th anniversary of the USS FRANK KNOX
commissioning.

   AUCTION RESCHEDULED - This years’ Veteran’s Day Auction is rescheduled to
Memorial Day 2024. The 2024 Auction will raise money for a Tribute Plaque at the Pacific
War Museum.  The museum will be part of our 2024 Reunion and 80th year of USS FRANK

KNOX commissioning celebration.  FRANK KNOX was the first Gearing Class destroyer
launched, commissioned and was first Gearing class to deploy to Pacific War zone with
three other destroyers.

REUNION 2023 – Alaska Cruise   Holland America - SS Eurodam, sailing September 2nd
from Seattle WA, returning September 9th, 2023.

   Shipmates and their guests enjoyed an unforgettable cruise of Alaskan waters including
Stephen’s Passage, Glacier Bay, Sitka, Ketchikan, and Victoria BC.  Beautiful scenery, no
port and starboard lines for meals, and a smooth ride with no 45-degree rolls!  Reunion
coordinators Don Landers and Young Mei Haloski organized a memorable cruise.  Their
efforts and the work of Harry and Joy Chandler created many special moments.  Thank you
all from all of us.
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   Saturday, Sept 2, we departed Seattle on the Holland America Eurodam ship for an
Alaskan Cruise.  It was considered a “smaller” ship by cruising standards with
approximately 2000 passengers. Our first night was highlighted with a “Welcome, Meet and
Greet” get together in the Explorations Central area of the ship.

   Sunday was a day at sea and then an organized
group dinner in the Main Dining Room.

   Monday morning, we gathered for our annual
business meeting which was held in the Hudson
Room.  After the pledge, we honored the POW/
MIA service members with a special ceremony.
That was followed by our “Taps” service. The
afternoon and evening port of call was Juneau.

   Tuesday, the entire day was spent traveling into
Glacier Bay and observing the calving at the
glaciers.  The weather could not have been better, with temps in the 60’s, it was short
sleeves and shorts for many of us.

   Wednesday was spent in Sitka.  Everyone enjoyed themselves by going on their
preferred excursions.

   Thursday, we arrived in Ketchikan at 7am returning to the ship by 1pm. The evening was
our group picture and then our “Formal” group dinner in the Main dining area.

   Friday was our last (organized) get together in the Hudson room.  We were able to say
our “good-byes” before heading to Victoria for 4 hours of sightseeing before heading back
to Seattle.

   All in all, it was a terrific time being “at sea” with our shipmates, families, and friends.
Hope to see you all at next year’s reunion.  Save the date for San Antonio, Texas.



Fall  2023
5
























