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70 LIFE MEMBERS and counting

100 maximum

KNOX KNEWS
“It is only through shared stories and pictures that we live on and do not die.”

BIG DOUBLE EDITION

REUNION SPECIAL & “KNEWS”

ussfrankknox.com Fall 2019       

Spring Knox Knews release date: Early March 2020

Hello Albuquerque; Good bye San Diego!!

Our largest turnout in several years enjoyed three days of events highlighted by the 75th

Anniversary of the launch and commissioning of the USS Frank Knox – the first of the Gearing

class destroyers to launch and be commissioned. Final banquet seated 75! Spectacular fall

weather held throughout the events.

Our hotel was centrally located in OLD TOWN,

surrounded by shops, restaurants and museums

Little Italy, Naval Training Center and Harbor

Drive. Some took advantage of the 100’s of

world class restaurants to enjoy dinner and a

view.  

Thursday featured a tour of restored and

vibrant NTC San Diego and Little Italy followed

by the harbor cruise and lunch. Everyone

received a FULL tour of San Diego Harbor

from nuclear subs to the new Zumwalt class

destroyer. Every minute there was a new view
HORNBLOWER HARBOR CRUISE



of San Diego sights and sea life including sea lions,

harbor seals and other marine life. Following the

cruise members split their time between the USS

Midway CV-41 (with complimentary tickets provided

by Steve Cross), the Maritime museum and Veterans

Park with the Kissing Sailor Statue and Bob Hope

Memorial. A day to remember!

Friday the group departed early to see the beaches,

surf sites and parks that make San Diego the site to

visit – 35.8 million folks visit the city annually keeping

prices reasonable and the choices infinite. From La

Jolla beaches to Mt. Soledad National Veterans

Memorial took just a few minutes. Mt. Soledad is

the highest point inside the City. We celebrated the

view. Then as the piper called, we mustered to start

the dedication ceremony. President Harry Chandler

started the program and introduced Captain Larry

Eddingfield, USN to give the invocation. Steve Cross,

reunion organizer, introduced RADM Denny Conley

who spoke about the ship that carried us all safely

and followed by Captain Jerry Harken USN who

reviewed the history of the ship. CDR Jim Lasswell spoke of the special teamwork on the ship.

RADM Conley then unveiled the plaque along with the oldest attendee, LCDR Russ Judah to

applause from the crowd.

Friday’s lunch followed at beautiful Kate Sessions Park

under shade trees (Kate Sessions is the founder of San

Diego’s famed 1450-acre park, Balboa Park). After

lunch, it was over to Coronado Island via the famed

San Diego Bay Bridge. Coronado is the site of the

famed Hotel del Coronado, NAS North Island and the

famed US Navy SEAL training site. On the way over the

bridge we were saluted by the USS Coronado passing

under us.  Back over the bridge to Balboa Park, Little

Italy and

home to our hotel where dinner plans took groups to

different restaurants within walking distance.

Saturday’s business meeting selected ALBUQUERQUE

NM as the site of the 30th Annual USS Frank Knox

Reunion in mid-September 2020. If you like hot air

balloons, spectacular scenery, native American crafts

and the famed Turquoise and Santa Fe Trail then make

your plans for Albuquerque.

Our final banquet seated 75 for dinner and hung spell

PIPER JIM HEALY

FRANK KNOX VETS AT MT. SOLEDAD

MT. SOLEDAD PLAGUE DEDICATION



bound as WWII veteran Art Webster talked about adventures

and sinking ship recounted in his book “Down to the Sea”. The

glorious evening ended with friends spinning stories and

affirming plans to meet again in Albuquerque.

75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION THANK YOU – Wally

Waldorf, RM-2 1966-70 writes “This is to express our thanks

and appreciation for your organization of a great event. The

tours of NRTC, 32nd St. Naval Base, Pt Loma Harbor Cruise

brought back many memories of Naval Boot Camp and my

time aboard the USS Frank Knox. The Plaque ceremony on Mt.

Soledad was very moving. After completion of the first phase

of Basic Training, I recall our CC BTC Hyder (A Real Character)

loudly proclaiming the Company’s promotion from “squirrels”

to “Drifty Lads”!  It was great to see shipmates I had not seen in 50 years. The skills acquired as

a young Enlisted man – discipline, self-reliance, responsibility, working with others creative

problem solving and supervision – were critical to success in

my subsequent career in Law Enforcement as a Special Agent

Supervisor with the Transportation Enforcement Branch, CA

Public Utilities Commission.

My wife Rhonda and I had a very wonderful time with you

all. It was an honor and privilege to serve with my fellow

sailors on USS Frank Knox.”  

Thank you for attending Wally and sharing sea stories!

RANDOM QUESTION – What is a “Depth Charge”? Answer,

one shot of whiskey – one pint of beer. Traditionally, the shot

is drunk first and the pint acts as a chaser. Some of you from

“Steel towns” will argue “that’s a boilermaker!” Yes, as

described it is. However, the “depth-charge” involves dropping

the shot into the pint, then blasting your digestive system with

the explosive mix. Boiler-makers trace their history to the late

19th century, in working class taverns. The “depth-charge”

traces its’ history as an anti-submarine weapon to the first

World War. The drink likely has a similar history dating from

WWI. The drink is less potent than the actual weapon which

contained about 200# of Torpex explosive. If you are reading

your Knox Knews carefully you will remember that I wrote about Gerald Harms, TM-1 changing

out black powder explosive heads on torpedoes for the newer explosive heads containing Torpex.

More on Harms below.

GERALD HARMS TM-1 – Lives on. Gerald Harms, TM-1 has departed to a new duty station but

lives on in his diary, pictures and stories he recorded before he transferred. Gerald was a plank

owner on USS Frank Knox. His first ship was battle damaged. Harms was transferred to a Sumner

class destroyer in Bath ME and there he changed old explosive heads for new Torpex filled torpedo

heads. The skipper awarded Harms a 72- hour pass. 
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When he returned to the pier following his

72-hour leave his ship had departed under

urgent orders and Harms’ gear and sea bag

were in the Master-at Arms office waiting

for him. Harms was then assigned to USS

Frank Knox pre-commissioning crew where

he distinguished himself during trials with

five perfect torpedo launches into targets.

(His torpedo tubes and firing station are

pictured.) The ship that left Harms ashore

arrived in the Pacific theater and a few

months later was struck by a kamikaze

with over 100 sailors and officers killed and

many more wounded. Harms related he

still had chills thinking about is good fortune.

EGod-speed Gerald!

K-GUN DEPTH CHARGE PROJECTOR – During the latter part

of WWII the Y-gun (K-gun) was created for the purpose of

shooting a depth charge further out to the side of a ship

creating a wider pattern of explosives. The K-gun consists of

a barrel and arbor to hold the depth charge. The propellant

to launch the depth charge is a black powder charge

measured to send the depth charge 60, 90 or 150 yards

to the side of the destroyer. Gunners mates manned the

k-guns. Our own Orv Krieg, Chairman Emeritus, was a

GM-3 on the Frank Knox and his first duty station was the

starboard k-gun.

As subs gained underwater speed depth charges and then

k-guns lost favor to “smart” weapons and forward deployed

weapons like the ASW torpedo MK-44 and hedge hogs. The

‘hogs” were only smart because the launch device was

connected to the fire control computer allowing some

tracking as the ship maneuvered. Gerald Harms, above, was

stationed on the starboard hedgehog mount during submarine

ops’, in the open directly below the bridge. Harms relates

watching a kamikaze fly from dead ahead toward the Frank

Knox. As he watched the plane missed the mast of the Frank

Knox and sailed into the ship trailing the Frank Knox. Harms

and Bob Beachkofski both report the Frank Knox gunners

knocking pieces off the incoming kamikaze without causing

it to fall into the ocean. A close call to be sure.

LCDR RUSS JUDAH – Judah attended the 2019 reunion

reuniting with LTjg Hank Huber for the first time in 68 years.

The two pictured to the left show the USS Frank Knox
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refueling from the USS Philippine Sea October 1950.

Judah was hi-lined aboard the Frank Knox in very

rough seas. Could this be the photo of the weather

encountered by Judah during transfer to the Frank

Knox? 

Judah at the time was a reservist, recalled to active

duty, at the beginning of the Korean conflict. In civilian

life, Judah was a petroleum engineer. Aboard the Knox

he was first assigned to Engineering and served as the

ships’ DCA (damage control assistant). The second

picture shows Judah and Hank Huber sharing some

stories of their time together. LCDR Judah helped

RADM Conley unveil the plaque 

Hank Huber, LTjg attended the 2019 reunion and

reunited with Russ Judah, LCDR USN Ret. Hank recalls the ASW Officer of the Frank Knox was a

naval aviator who lost his flight qualification and was sent to the Frank Knox as the ASW officer.

His name was Harry Carter and he reported aboard January 11, 1951.  Carter wrote a book titled

“The Life and Loves of a United States Naval Aviator”. In his book Cater writes about the skipper

of the Frank Knox in 1951, Captain Caldwell, who was

“a master of ship handling” according to Harry Carter.

Huber and Judah echo high praise for Captain Caldwell.

Huber recalls Carter as older and did not stay on the

ship very long before moving on to another command.

Huber served as the ship’s DCA (damage control assistant)

before moving on to the weapons department. Before

Huber the DCA was Russ Judah!  

Huber re-

called an-

o t h e r

more somber memory. In August 5, 1952, at 0530, USS

Boxer CV-21 suffered a fire in an aircraft fuel tank

aboard ship. The resulting fire killed 8 and damaged

18 aircraft. The fire raged on the carrier’s flight deck

for 4-5 hours before being extinguished. In addition

to the 8 dead, I missing 1 critically injured and 1

seriously burned 70 were overcome by smoke. Sixty-

three men went over the side to escape the flames

and smoke. Huber begins his story here: “The Frank

Knox was joining the formation when fire broke out.

As the fire spread crew members fighting the fire

were trapped in spaces behind the hanger deck and

were driven by the heat 63 jumped overboard into

the dark and frigid waters to save themselves”. Huber

10/22/1950 - USS FRANK KNOX
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was in CIC at the time. His first notice of

trouble was “man overboard” from the

ship’s speakers. In response to “what’s

going on” he was told that a fire on the

Boxer was forcing men into the sea. The

Frank Knox rescued 5 men according to

Huber’s notes. Most of the other men

were rescued by helos or picked up by

the other escort with Frank Knox. Men

from Boxer were seen throwing life

preservers to shipmates in the water.

Huber notes differ from the internet

version – Huber reports 56 men over-

board from Boxer, 7 were lost. Boxer’s

damage control personnel fought the

fire with the overhead sprinkler system,

causing significant water to cascade

down into the lower levels of the ship,

causing it to list. Huber estimates the

list of 11-12 degrees. The Admiral shifted his flag to

another carrier and the Boxer made a trip to Yokosuka

Japan for repairs.

Huber attended the 2019 Reunion in San Diego and

reconnected with another wardroom officer, Russ

Judah. Huber left active duty and later became a

professor at Michigan State University. Escorting

Huber to the 2019 reunion was Huber’s grandson,

Brian. They were great company, enjoyed by all.

USS INDIANAPOLIS UPDATE – Our last Knox Knews

contained a brief article about the USS Indianapolis

and possible sighting by one of our members. What follows is Bill Rhodes’ account of his

experience with the USS Indianapolis story. Bill writes, “In your letter of June 17, you asked

about the sinking of the USS Indianapolis on July 30, 1945. On that date, I was stationed near the

town of Guiuan on Samah near Tacloban on the island of Leyte. Samar is the third largest island

in the Philippines. I have been told that the combined naval operations on the two islands was

the largest in the in the Western Pacific at that time.’

“On July 30, 1945, I believe most of the naval personnel were thinking about getting involved in

the invasion of Japan”.

“Some 74 years later, I do not remember which I heard first, whether it was the dropping of the A

bomb (August 6, 1945) on Japan or the arrival at the Fleet Hospital of some of the survivors of the

Indianapolis (August 2-6th, survivors spotted August 2; returned by ship to Samar.) I did not talk to

any of the survivors, but did talk to two men who had witnessed their arrival at the hospital.’

“I was blessed to serve on the USS Frank Knox from February to June in 1946. I was discharged in
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June 1946 and later recalled to serve for almost two years in 1950 to 1952 at the Naval Amphibious

Base at Little Creek, Virginia.’” Bill Rhodes

Another source, our reunion speaker Art Webster was moored in Tinian Harbor aboard a tanker,

July 26, 1945. Art reports “I was on deck, during nighttime, helping with fuel transfer when our

ship received orders to cease operations, secure all work. Into the darkened harbor a large warship

arrived, lights out. After anchoring, an earlier assembly of harbor craft surrounded the war ship

and offloaded cargo. During this time there was no harbor activity and security was extreme.” Art

speculates this may have been the Indianapolis and the delivery of the material (U-235) for the A

bomb dropped on Hiroshima, August 6, 1945. Art Webster, Merchant Seaman

EQUIPMENT WE LOVE….TO HATE – THE “SUICIDE BOX” – Larry

Porter, a reunion regular with his wife Betty, is the source of this

next news item. Navy slang does not cover this term so Larry says

this” is what we call the electronics box installed on the Frank Knox

“during his time aboard (11-61-12-62)”. Larry was an EM-2. Many

7th fleet carriers employed the SPS-8 height finding radar similar to

the USS Frank Knox. The rest of the emissions enhancement pack-

age came from the electronics in the box mounted on the ship mid-

ships O-1 level. The purpose was to make the Frank Knox look

electronically larger, expanding an incoming radar signal to make

the Frank Knox look like a carrier. In addition, communications

signals were broadcast to simulate Carrier Task Force communications

making the Knox the target of enemy weapons, not the carrier.

I understand, but can’t confirm, that most of the emissions from

the “box” were recordings of Task Force message traffic. Look at the

picture, find the arrow, and follow Larry Porters description of the rectangular box.

LARRY & BETTY PORTER

USS FRANK KNOX DDR-742



Pictures from this era are sketchy and it is hard to visually locate the “electronics box”

photographically. If you have a picture or any insight on the “box” or additional information contact

Steve Cross, (stephencross742@gmail.com). Thanks!

FRIENDS IN LOW PLACES – The photo to the right looks like typical

Frank Knox sailors leave. Thanks to Robert Lowery FN (6/68 – 4/70)

one of our newest life members we have an unfolding story of

friends in low places. Lowery is pictured to the right today in glasses

during mess cooking days.  Upstanding citizen and hard- working

Navy man. The next picture shows Lowery under the influence

of older, wiser sailors. The final picture shows Lowery with friends

the “Squire Club” in Subic Bay PI. From L-R are Wolfram, BT, Lowery,

FNMM, Petitt, MM, Bartlett, MM, Evans, MM, Beals, MM. Lowery

attended two reunions including 2001 in Branson MO which he

listed as “good times” to reunite with friends. Lowery sent some

other pictures of the Frank Knox off South Vietnam during the

1969 cruise and those will be grouped when we have more information

on the 1969 cruise. So, Robert we’re headed your

direction in the next two years and hope to see you

at another reunion for some more “good times”.

Thank you for being a Life Member and believing

in the Frank Knox Reunion Association. See you

soon!

DENNIS JAMES RM-2, JD CWO-3 USCG (2/68-1/71)

– Dennis was detached from USS Frank Knox with

just over a year of service left and the Navy decided

he had enough time to be assigned to a river patrol

squadron in Vietnam. Dennis received those orders

and was on liberty headed to the Seven Seas

Locker Club in San Diego when he ran into a shipmate from Frank Knox. The shipmate turned out

to be the RM detailer at EFTOPAC at North Island. He told Dennis to call him the next morning

with his choice of three duty stations and he would cancel his orders to Vietnam and issue new

orders. – Dennis responded,1. NAV Radio Chollas Heights, 2. Naval Receiver Site Imperial Beach,

and 3. NAVCOMSTA San Diego. Within two days the orders arrived cancelling the river patrol

squadron and several days later the orders arrived transferring him to Chollas Heights Transmitter

Site. While on shore duty he used his off- duty time to finish his BA degree in Public

Administration and Criminal Justice Administration at National University.

Upon transfer from active duty to active reserve fleet Dennis took advantage of the GI Bill and

enrolled in law school graduating with his JD. He passed the California Bar Exam and was hired as

a Deputy Public Defender where he served for two years. He was then hired as a Deputy District

Attorney where he worked for several years. He was next hired by USDOJ as an Immigration Trial

where he served for a year and then was transferred to Dennis’ career was saved several times. A

Sector Counsel position as an in-house Attorney for the U.S. Border Patrol. Dennis served in that

capacity for 5 years. He was then appointed as a U.S. Immigration Judge where he served for 16

years retiring December 31, 2010.

ROBERT LOWERY

ROBERT LOWERY



After Dennis completed his Navy contract, he enlisted in the Coast Guard Reserve. After a total

service time of 9.5 years he was promoted to Chief Radioman. This took the endorsement of the

CO of Base San Diego since Dennis had not attended Radioman “A” school and did not know Morse

Code.  He passed the E-7 test and was promoted and became the only Radioman in the Coast

Guard who had not graduated from “A” School and did not know code. Dennis served 24 years

with the Coast Guard Reserve retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer 3. During his tenure he served as

an Operations Officer for an active duty surface operations billet in charge of small arms training

with the Colorado River Patrol. 

Dennis’ career was saved several times. Dennis was originally assigned to 1st Division. During this

time a couple of officers, including yours truly, would look over files of new arrivals. The focus was

on test scores.IN this case Ens. Halleck looked at Dennis’ file and checked to see if he was interested

in striking for Radioman. Dennis was and he was transferred to Communications. Dennis made

RM-2 in 23 months. (In another case, two promising candidates for Torpedoman lacked to scores

to strike for that rate.  Solution? Yours truly and Ens. Sanford arranged for these two to be retested.

Their scores were much higher and the two became Torpedoman on the Frank Knox.)

The second save you read about -the shipmate who was a detailer.  Save number three occurred

when the CO of Base San Diego endorsed Denis for CPO, ensuring he could sit for the exam and

be promoted upon passing. Save number four occurred when the Coast Guard changed their

requirements for CWO from being a “super” radioman to individuals with advanced education

and the ability to act in command position. Dennis applied and was selected as CWO-1, promoted

to CWO-2 and retired as CWO-3 with 29 years of service. Dennis enjoyed the San Diego reunion

and plans to attend again. It was good to see Dennis after all these years and spend some time

listening to his story – and what a story it is. Thanks Dennis!!

REUNION COMMEMORATIVE COINS

Life member Don Snider wrote the

following background to the beautiful

29th Reunion Coins distributed the

final night of the reunion. Don’s son,

Tomas, donated the coins to the

Reunion Association a gift.  

Don writes, “I was a newly promoted

First Class Petty Officer (Sonarman)

while stationed in USS Frank Knox

(DDR-742) from June 1962 – June

1964. I took 5 days annual leave in

September 1963, while Knox was at

sea on local ops, due to the birth of

my son at the Yokosuka Naval hospital.

He was 9 lbs 6 ¾ oz and the biggest

newborn in the nursery. I filled out the birth documentation and named him TOMAS and a some-

what ugly Navy Nurse said sarcastically to me that TOMAS was spelled THOMAS. Being a rough

riding Tin-Can Sailor and perhaps a year older than the nurse I shot back “by God that is the way

I spell it” and so my son has been “stuck” with the first name of TOMAS ever since.

DON SNIDER AND KNOX SHIPMATES



“After reporting back aboard I learned that Sonar was CASREPT’ed because the motor generators

did not work. I was able to quickly fix this problem with a pencil eraser by cleaning the stator

windings. While reporting CASCOR the Captain asked me

where I had been while the ship was at sea, and I proudly told

him at the hospital due to the birth of my 9 lb. 6 ¾ oz son. He

smiled, on both accords, and replied “good job”.

”Tomas and I had been separated for a long period of time and

re-connected in May 2019. We discussed a meet-up in San

Diego while I was visiting for the Frank Knox’s 29th annual

reunion. Tomas said he had always had a soft spot in his heart

regarding the Frank Knox because of his birth in Yokosuka.

Unknown to me he designed and purchase the Commemorative

coins for each 29th reunion Shipmate attendee. Many of you

told me how nice the coins are and when I told Tomas I’m sure he had a smile on his 9 lb 6 ¾ oz

face. Grin…… Now you know ‘the rest of the story’”. The coins are beautiful! Thanks Tomas!! And

thanks for sharing the story Don.

TAPS – 

Gerald Harms, TM-1 Plank Owner 1944-45 Clatskanie, OR - On-Line [Diary]

Jack Patterson, LTig, 1944-46 Carmel IN 

(close personal Friend of Bob Beachkofski)

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord

Happy Holidays to all!

See you in Albuquerque NM, September 2020


