DECEMBER/JANUARY

KNOX KNEWS

One of the “EARLY BIRDS” FRANK T. SIMPSON sent his 2014 Dues AND an extra
$20.00 to help defray the USPS mailing cost. THANKS Frank.

Plans are going well toward the next reunion at New Orleans. We know we are staying at
the Holiday Inn Downtown-Superdome. At present negotiations are for a Mississippi River
Paddle-Wheel cruise and visiting the World War II Memorial Museum and the all-important
Banquet. There will be more information when these three items are finalized.

Another batch of “Early Bird” dues arrived, GARY RUSCH enclosed with his check also
with a $20.00 increase “for the cause”. THANKS Gary and Joan.

Latest Dues renewal returns found note from KIRK PUTMAN, wife of CDR. ORLIN
NEIL PUTMAN (Commanding Officer U.S.S Frank Knox DDR-742 (7/63-8/64) saying “Don’t
know if we can make it to the reunion. He has had several strokes and fullen - broke his back but
is recovering nicely with the help of caregivers. He turned 91 in October. Thank you for
continuing the association. Have a great holiday.
the Putman’s

I’m sure he would like to hear from you, drop a line to:
0. Neil Putman
913 Clubhouse Blvd.
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32108-7963

There is an article in the January 2014 issue of THE AMERICAN Legion magazine on
Agent Orange. It’s worth reading especially if you were aboard the Knox and were exposed to
Agent Orange during your Vietnam tours.

The magazine seems to always have articles of interest that I haven’t found in other
publications.



Another addition to the “for the cause” fund came from BILL STAUB. THANKS, Bill.
We added it to the postage fund. '

It has happened again, someone sent their Dues in with the check made out to
USS FRANK KNOX REUNION ASSOCYATION. I have to send the check back and have the
following changed on the PAY TO ORDER OF to Orv Krieg, initialed showing the change was
made by the originator of the check. (Doing this a new check does NOT need to be written.)
When Bob O’Kon set up the association he found that if he registered it as an association he
would have to pay certain City, State and local taxes. To save the association money he set up in
his name without paying extra so when I took over I continued using the same formula, only two
people can sign on this account, Nancy and myself. Nancy just in case anything unforeseen
happens to old Orv and the money would not be tied up in probate and could be transferred to the
next president. We put the reminder on all correspondence but it still slips past some folks

“MURDER ON PRATAS REEF” (a novel) $15
BASEBALL CAP Black/Gold with insignia $18
USS FRANK KNOX & US NAVY PATCH 2for $5
ROUGH RIDER PATCH $5
SHIELD & ANCHOR PATCH $5
SHIP PHOTO 8 X 10 (Black/White) $5
SHIP PHOTO 8 X 10 (Colorized *52) $5
SHIP SUNK BY GREEK NAVY (Color) $5
COLOR PHOTO W/ SHIP PATCH $5

LICENSE PLATE FRAME: Heavy Cast Metal w/
USS FRANK KNOX DDR-742 & US NAVY

(Top & Bottom) $20

Now available NEW

FRANK KNOX COIN $10
“ & “  Arleigh Burke Award $10

NAME BADGE (USS FRANK KNOX DDR-742
Name/Rate/Rank Dates Aboard) $10
Wife Name Hometown/State $10

All items sent 1% Class US Mail
Make check payable to ORV KRIEG. Mark Memo Line USS FRANK KNOX SHIP STORE

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The next REUNION
will be at the BIG EASY. New Orleans, LA September
17-20, 2014



REMEMBER, you must be a paid up association member to attend a
reunion, so be sure to send in your dues today. DON’T BE LEFT OUT.

New Orleans promises to be a fantastic trip. Make your plans now to see
old shipmates and friends and you’ll be sure to re-acquaint with many
old time pals and renew friendships.

Be sure to checkout the FRANK KNOX website. Go to:
www .ussfrankknox.org

NEED YOURHELP .......... Recent mailing has some returned as,
“RETURN TO SENDER NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED UNABLE TO
FORWARD.”

If you are still in contact with the following please update their USPS mailing address and send
to me. ORV KRIEG, 585 SKY HARBOR DR. #125, CLEARWATER, FL 33759 THANKS!

Michael Anderson, 3158 Killarey Lane, Costa Mesa, CA 92626-2844
Albert E. Gritz, 5200 Entrar Dr. Spc 153, Palmdale, CA 93551-2727
Matthew Gunderson, 8050 E. Seaview Dr., Port Orchard, WA 98336
Robert J. Guzman, GMCS (RET) P.O. Box 833, Winlock, WA 99595-0833
Gilbert N. “Gil” Roupe, 13619 N 94" Dr., Apt. 127, Peoria, AZ 85381-4895

NOW IS THE TIME TO CHECK YOUR ROSTER LISTING, IS
EVERYTHING CORRECT? LET ME KNOW IF ANYTHING
NEEDS UPDATING.

Plank Owner Robert Beachkofski sent the following:
1-15—2014

W Orv:

AfZer reviewing a Knox Knees Ffrom Summer/Fall 2013 aboet Plank Owoners
recollections of the ngm'rg of the Serrender éy the Jgpanese on the
Battleship US55 Missowuri, T recall an tnbelievable Siglit, Sotind and never
ending flect of B-29's ﬂ’yi@ overhead éy Zhe " thowusands”. e cwere told later
Chat Several hundred B-29 S Flew in a big circle which I thousht were
“Chowusands”.



T a/so note that Jack Palterson s ‘?(jrﬂr 5frz‘/7da}/ IS5 on 2=-22-2014. Ancther
anniversary on TAR same date in 1944 (2-22-1944) the date I became a U S Nady
Seaman 3° class - at Gread Lakes 7;62:}?!/29 Station. I became a Plank Owoner on
Dec. y 1944, a very blustery day~ more like a blizzard, and Honorably di'scharged
tront the U S Naiy as SKD-1 on May 20, 1946.-

I eil! be 96 vears old on April 14, 2014 — been married 2o Eileen For ¢4
Vears — Aave Zhree dactglters and a son and am ST/ ‘ Kf@@nﬁ Zhe Can'.



A SAILORS POEM

Sent to me by Ken Bullock

Come gather round me lads and
I'll tell you a thing or two

About the way we ran the Navy
in nineteen fifty two

When wooden ships and men of iron
were barely out of sight;

I'm going to give you some facts

just to set the record right.

We wore the ole bell-bottoms,
with a flat hat on our head;
Always hit the rack at night and
never “went to bed”.

Our uniforms were worn ashore
and we were mighty proud;
Never thought of wearing civvies,
in fact they were not allowed.

What happened to the Kiwi brush,
and the old salt-water bath;

Holy stoning decks at night cause
you stirred old Bosn's wrath!

We always had our gedunk stand
and lots of pogey bait;

And it always took a hitch or two
just to make a rate.

In your sea bag all your skivvies,
were neatly stopped and rolled;
And the blankets on your sack
had better have a three-inch fold.

Your little ditty bag, it is hard to believe
just how much it held;

You wouldn’t go ashore with pants
that hadn’t been spiked and belled.

We had scullery maids and succotash
and good old SOS;
And when you felt like topping off,

you headed for the mess.

Oh we had our belly robbers

but there weren't too many gripes;
For the deck apes were never hungry
and there were no starving snipes.

Now you never hear of Davy Jones,
Shellbacks or Polliwogs;

And you never splice the mainbrace
to receive your daily grog.

Now you never have to dog a watch
or stand the main event;

You even tie your line today,

back in my time they were bent.

We were all two -fisted drinkers

and no one thought you sinned;

if you staggered back aboard your ship
three sheets to the wind.

And with just a couple of hour of sleep
you regained your usual luster;

Bright eyed and bushy tailed,

you still made morning muster.

Rocks and shoals have long since gone,
and now it's UCM]J;

Then the old man handles every thing
if you should go astray.

Now they steer the ships with dials,
and [ wouldn’t be surprised;

If they sailed them

from the beach computerized.

So when my earthly hitch is over,
and the good Lord picks the best;
I'll walk right up to HIM and say,
Sir, I have but one request.

Let me sail the seas of Heaven
in a coat of Navy blue;

Like I did so long ago on earth
way back in nineteen-fifty two



Nancy and I wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year. - Orv

What in the world do leaping lords,
French hens, swimming swans, and
especially the partridge who won’t come
out of the pear tree have to do with
Christmas?

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics
in England were not permitted to
practice their faith openly. Some one
during the era wrote this carol as a
catechism song for young Catholics. It has
two levels of meaning---the surface
meaning plus a hidden meaning known
only to members of their church. Each
element in the carol has a code word for a
religious reality which children could
remember.

The partridge in the pear tree was Jesus
Christ.

Two turtle doves were the Old and New
Testaments,

Three French hens stood for faith, hope
and charity:

The four calling birds were the gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

The five golden rings recalled the Torah
or Law, the first five books of the 0ld
Testament.

The six geese a-laying stood for the six
days of creation.

Seven swans a-swimming represented the
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit—
Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation,
Contribution, Leadership and Mercy.
Eight maids a-milking were the eight
beatitudes.

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of
the Holy Spirit—Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Kindness, Goodness,
Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control.
The ten lords a-leaping stood for the Ten
Commandments.

The eleven pipers stood for the eleven
faithful disciples.

The twelve drummers drumming
symbolized the twelve points of belief in
the Apostles Creed.

So there is your history for today.
This knowledge was shared with me. I
found it interesting, enlightening and now
I know how that strange song became a
Christmas Carol---so pass it on if you
wish.



