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··KN8X-KNEWS
FYI:
Once again the first responder to the Reunion letter is MIKE and
MARGARET WATSON of Corvallis, OR. Thanks for being so prompt.
News of the Reunion went out to the paid-up membership (if any of your
shipmates tell you they did not receive notice it's because their dues are
delinquent), only paid-up members receive the invitation, as set up by
founder BOB O'KON, when making the by-laws.
Anyway the first responders to make their room reservation are BILL
ATKINSON, JIM HEALY, BILL KING, JOSH RUSSELL, DONNA
SUITTO, HARRY CHANDLER and VAUGHAN KRUGER. If you haven't
made hotel reservations do so now, don't be left out!
With the able assistance of Vaughan we have set up some great tours while
in Seattle withM~W-S.lll:pri.ses--s~~-he-etslfght-awa)7:-

Received word ftom STEVE CROSS of the passing of former Commanding Officer:
NATHAN L. ASTLEFORD
ASTLEFORD, NATHAN L. 1938 to 2012 Palm Desert, CA: Commander Nathan L.
Astleford, USN (ret.) the Senior Warden at Saint John's Episcopal Church in Indio, died
at his Palm Desert home on Saturday, March 17,2012. He was 73. His death was
confirmed by his wife Helen E. Astleford, (nee Lindgren) who announced her husband
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died of pulmonary fibrosis and COPD. Born in Brownsville, PA., he graduated from
California University of Pennsylvania in California, Pennsylvania with a BA degree in
the Science of Education, followed by graduation from Naval Officer Candidate School,
Newport, Rhode Island. He attended the Armed Forces Staff College and did graduate
work at USIU in San Diego. His personal military awards include the Bronze Star with
Combat V, Meritorious Service Medal with 2 gold stars and the Joint Commendation
Medal and the US Navy Commendation Medal with gold star. Following his retirement,
he worked in the construction equipment business. Commander Astleford and his wife
relocated from San Diego to Palm Desert in 2009, when he became active at St., John's
Episcopal Church. Living in San Diego he also served as a Senior Warden of Christ The
King Episcopal Church in Alpine, and as a member of the Diocesan Council of the San
Diego Episcopal Diocese. His parents, Clelia and Joseph Astleford of Brownsville, PA,
predecease him. Always active in his church, he was a boy soprano in the choir at Christ
Church. Besides his wife Helen, he is survived by sons Patrick of Escondido; Michael of
San Diego; brothers Joseph, Terry and Kerry, and four grandchildren, Nathan, Briana,
Rebekah and Michel. A requiem mass is scheduled on Saturday, March 24,2012, at 10
a.m. at St. John's Episcopal Church, 45319 Deglet Noor Street, Indio. Interment will
follow on Friday, March 30, 2012, in Brownsville, PA. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to St. John's Episcopal Church, in Indio. Arrangements
entrusted to Weaver Mortuary, Beaumont. To leave condolences or to sign the online
guestbook please visit www.weaver-mortuary.com.
Published in San Diego Union-Tribune

on March 21, 2012
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USS FRANK KNOX DDR-742
By A.D. Jensen
The USS FRANK KNOX (DD-742), named for the secretary of the navy, was a
GEARING-class destroyer. She was built at Bath, Maine, and commissioned there in
December 1944. She arrived in the Western Pacific in mid-June 1945, in time to
participate as part of Task Force 38 in the final carrier raids on the Japanese home
islands. She was present in Tokyo Bay when Japan surrendered on 2 September 1945.
The KNOX was deployed several times in the Far East during the late 1940s.
She was reclassified as a radar picket destroyer (DDR) in March 1949. In July
1950, shortly after the outbreak ofthe Korean War she was headed back across the
pacific. During a combat tour that lasted into 1951, she supported the Inchon invasion,
shelled enemy targets ashore, and patrolled the Taiwan Straits. Two more Korean War
_cruises_foll<lliLedin-1952 and 1953 .Eorthereset ofthe decade, the KNQ)Ld.epluy.e_-'-"regularly with the Seventh Fleet in the Western Pacific.
In 1960-1961 the FRANK KNOX received her FRAM II modernization,
acquiring updated radars and other newer equipment. She was based in the Far East from
late 1961 until mid 1964, then returned home via Australia and the South Pacific. Again
deployed in June 1965, she served briefly off Vietnam conducting naval gunfire support
and coastal patrol operations. While underway in the South China Sea on 18 July, she ran
aground on Pratas Reef. Her crew had to be evacuated by a H-34-type helicopter
hovering over her bow. The chopper returned frequently with crewmembers who fought
rough seas during most of the several weeks of salvage operations that finally freed her.
She was pulled off as a result of the combined efforts of the USS GRAPPLE (ARS-7),
CONSERVER (ARS-39), SOUIX (ATF-75) GREENLET (ASR-I0) and COCOPA
(ATF-I01. Though she was badly damaged and was no longer a new ship, her command
and control capabilities justified extensive repair carried out at Y okosuka, Japan, over the
next year. The KNOX was back on active duty in November 1966, resuming her nearly
annual Seventh Fleet cruises, frequently taking part in Vietnam combat missions.
Redesignated DD-742 at the beginning of 1969, she completed her [mal
deployment as a U.S. Navy ship in November 1970 and was decommissioned at the end
of January 1971. The USS FRANK KNOX was transferred to the Greek Navy a few days
later. She was renamed THEMISTOKLIS (D-21 0) in honor of Themistocles, the
Athenian statesman who ersuackd....A:the~~#-t6-vi-ete-:ry-evef'---~~
the Persians. She served for another two decades before being placed out of commission
in the early 1990s. The veteran ship was sunk as a torpedo target by the Greek submarine
NEREUS (S-111) ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2001
(Editor's note: a video of the torpedoing of the ex-FRANK KNOX can be
downloaded and viewed by visiting the Greek Navy web-site at:
http://www.hellenicnavy.grlVIDEO%20D
Y%20INTERNET/BOLH%20TL%20N2%20HQ
.wmv The audio is in Greek but the video is self-explanatory.)
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We are still sending contributions to the PACIFIC HISTORIC PARKS; the latest
addition is DONALD GREER, Happy Valley CA joining,
nMBOYD
ORVKRIEG
BILL MATTHEWS
VAUGHAN KRUGER
BOB SUMMERS
HARRY CHANDLER
DON SNIDER
LARRY MODLIN
OTTO SCHIESS
J. "TED" HALLMAN
HAROLD RINGSTROM
DONALD GREER
to join this list send your contribution to me made out to Pacific Historic Parks and I will
forward the check.

GROUNDING VETERANS
PRATASREEF
RAY WADDELL who was on the USS MARS AFS 1 who assisted in the evacuation of
KNOX sailors after she ran aground contacted me. He said he is available to any of the
crew who may be having trouble establishing their eligibility of Vietnam exposure.
Contact him at Ray Waddell, 1044 Campbell Ave., Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 452-9678

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ..
BOB SHERIDAN
111 ALDER STREET
CORONADO, CA 92118
(619) 993-2388
Bob served May 1968 - Feb 1970
DAVID N. FREIDA Y
P.O. BOX 884
BETHEL, ME 04217
(207) 665-2840 David was a Hospitalman served '69-'70
WELCOME ABOARD !
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More Ships Added to Agent Orange List
VA announced in January that it had added 47 vessels to its list of Navy and Coast Guard
ship presumed to have been exposed to the defoliant Agent Orange during the Vietnam
War. Crew members aboard those ships could be eligible for disability benefits and
compensation if they meet VA's criteria for service in Vietnam.
The new additions to the list, which is updated periodically based on evidence that
certain vessels and their crews were exposed to Agent Orange, now stands at 214 ships.
The list of conditions that VA considers to have been caused by Agent Orange
exposure-and
therefore qualify for disability benefits-is
14.
For the full list of ships, VA's criteria for service in Vietnam, the list of the 14
-preStlmpt-ive-eiiseases-afl:d-etmtaet-infurma-t-ion,aeeess--- - -----www.publichealth.va.gov/ exposures/ agentorange/ship. ist/index. asp.
VFW MAGAZINE APRIL 2012

Words of Wisdom from KEN BULLOCK:
1. I live in my own little world bur it's OK, everyone knows me
here.
2. The most precious thing we have is life, yet it has absolutely
no trade-in value.
3. Every day I beat my own previous record for number of
consecutive days I've stayed alive.
4. No one ever says, "It's only a game!" when their team is
wmmng.
5. Money can't buy happiness but it sure makes misery easier to

.

.

The Economy
By any measure, the dismal economic picture is worsening with nearly 70% of all
households receiving some type of government financial assistance. Unemployment is
escalating. Something has to give. The signs of stress are everywhere, and we believe that
this will put negative pressure on reunion attendees because of air fares, car rental fees,
attraction admissions, food prices, and hotel rooms are all moving upward. The only
bright spot is the steady and even slight decrease in the cost of gasoline - and that is only
temporary!
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It means we need to book as far ahead as practical to lock in prices for hotel rooms,
banquets and attractions. We have to search harder for more favorably priced places. In
general, the larger the city, the higher the prices. The key to a good reunion location has
always been what there is to see and do. That's why we hold our events at places that
give you the best all around deals with great attractions. This year we will be at Seattle
WA and we can't stress enough to ask you to make your reservation. Send in your
reservation form now, we have made commitments with hotel, tour people and we need
your commitment. Response has been good but we want this 220d reunion to be great.
DON'T MISS THE BOAT!
Partial reprint from June 2012 Reunion Planner
Hopefully you haven't forsaken the reunion at Seattle. Some of you were at the 2000
reunion there and remember the great time we had. This year you can renew old
friendships with the likes of GREG and DIANE ARATA, BILL ATKINSON, GERRY
and MARLENE BAKER, TIM and SHIRLEY BRITZ, GENE and JENNIFER
CHAMBERS, MILT and LEANNE DAVIS, BILL FORTENBERRY, DON and IRENE
GREER, MIKE HALOSKI with daughter and son, TIM and SUE HEAL Y, BILL and
SHIELA KING, ORV and NANCY KRIEG, BILL and BARBARA MATTHEWS,
HAROLD RINGSTROM, JOSH and CHRIS RUSSELL, MIKE and MARGARET
WATSON and WOODY and CORAL WOODARD. Besides staying at a first class hotel
we have two wonderful tours set up for you. Number one is a tour aboard the Queen of
Seattle the Largest Steam Powered Paddle Wheel west of the Mississippi. As we circle
the shores of Lake Union we will view the houseboat communities including the
houseboat used in the film "Sleepless In Seattle", the unique Gasworks Park landmark
that closed in 1956 and contains remnants of the sole remaining coal gasification plant in
the U.S. Entering the ship canal areas, drawbridges will open and we will see
Fisherman's Terminal, home of the North Pacific Fishing Fleet and the Hiram M.
Chittenden Locks that move ships from the salt waters of Puget Sound to the fresh waters
of Lake Union and Lake Washington, all while viewing the Olympic Mountains,
downtown Seattle and Space Needle. On the return leg you will be entertained with a live
Klondike Cabaret Show and Steam Calliope performance.
Tour Number two will be the Museum of Flight. William Boeing started his now famous
airplane company in Seattle Southside's backyard and here the wonder of flight comes
alive. You'll have the opportunity to view, board and simulate flying dozens of authentic,
mint condition aircraft. Tour the Concord, the only one on display on the West Coast.
The Museum of Flight offers something for everyone with its interactive exhibits.
Of course Saturday will be our annual Business Meeting and THE BANQUET! You
don't want to miss out. Send in your reservation form TODAY and join your shipmates.
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